
Engaging LGBTQ Audiences: Queering the Collection 

Thursday 21 November 2019 

Seminar Room 2, Sackler Centre  

Programme  
 

10.30 – 10.40  Welcome and Introductions 
  

10.40 – 11.15 Building LGBTQ audiences 

This session will explore how the V&A has built its LGBTQ audiences, 

including setting up of the LGBTQ working group, getting museum buy-in, 

finding funding sources and looking at key networks.  

Alice Power, Curator and Co-Chair of V&A’s LGBTQ Working Group 
 

11.15 – 12.00 Maximising queer programming opportunities 
A look at how the V&A programmes for queer audiences through the Friday 

Late Programme. 

Jenna Mason, Friday Late Programme Curator and Coordinator  
 

12.00 – 13.00  Informing Change: LGBTQ Tours at the V&A 
An overview of the V&A’s award-winning LGBTQ Tours, led by Dan Vo, 

LGBTQ tour guide. This session also includes an LGBTQ tour in the museum. 

Dan Vo, LGBTQ Guide 
 

13.00 – 14.00  Lunch (provided) 
 

14.00 – 14.30  Workshop preparation: introduction to the V&A’s prints collection  
In preparation for the afternoon’s workshop, Zorian Clayton, Curator, Prints 

provides an overview of the V&A’s prints and drawing collection, looking at 

the history of the collection and pulling out examples of queer stories. 

Zorian Clayton, Curator, Prints and Co-Chair of V&A’s LGBTQ Working Group  
 

14.30 – 15.15  Queering the Collection Workshop Part 1 (in Prints & Drawings Study Room) 
A practical workshop using artworks from the V&A’s Prints and Drawings 

Study Room. Participants will work with arts educator Jon Sleigh and V&A 

Curator Zorian Clayton to look at a selection of art objects and apply queer 

readings on them, exploring ways of engaging potential audiences. 

Activities would include rewriting labels and creating resources to share 

with LGBTQ communities. The aim of the workshop is to give participants 

insight into how to draw out queer stories and qualities in their own 

museum collections. 

Jon Sleigh, Arts Educator & Learning Officer and Learning Curator & Zorian 

Clayton, Curator, Prints  

 

15.15 – 16.30  Queering the Collection Practical Workshop (in Sem 2) 
Arts Educator Jon Sleigh will talk about community-led approaches to 

curation and how to work together with your organisation.  Drawing on 

and using reproductions from the V&A’s Prints and Drawings collection the 

group will work together to create a queer exhibition, creating labels, 



provocations and new social history for the work. 

Jon Sleigh, Arts Educator & Learning Officer 

 

16.30 –16.45 Refreshments and discussion on afternoon’s workshop and practical 

activity 
 
16.45 – 17.15   Surgery session 

This session is a chance for participants to ask the V&A team advice on 

projects, works in their collections or the practicalities involving in setting 

up an LGBTQ working group in their museums.  

 

17.15   Evaluation and close of day  
***Programme subject to change  


